A Grief Observed

Chapters 1-4

1.What words or phrases does Lewis use to characterize his grief?  E.g. fear on pg.1

2. What insights do we gain into Jack and Joy’s marriage?

3. What are some of Lewis’ observations about how people react to his grief?  How can we be helpful instead of hurtful to those who grieve?

4. Trace Lewis’ relationship with God as he journeys through the abyss of grief.  E.g. Lewis begins with the metaphor of a double-bolted door.  

5. At least two inner conflicts run throughout A Grief Observed. Describe Lewis’ state with respect to each at the beginning of the book and the conclusion he eventually comes to.

(a) Lewis’ image/memory of Joy

(b)  Whether he would call her back if he could

6. Lewis originally published the book under a pseudonym, N. W. Clerk.  He even used a different publisher.  What do you think were his motivations for these choices?

7.  What are some factors that keep Christians from grieving appropriately?

8.  It has been suggested that with Joy’s death, the intensity of Lewis’ love and grief brought on emotional and spiritual struggles that made his earlier faith seem simplistic.  Do you see this as a weakness of faith, or does the honest expression of struggle show a profound trust in God?

9. Given Lewis’ well developed theology of suffering (e.g. The Problem of Pain) why do you think Lewis had such great difficulty seeing God’s hand in his own bereavement?  

In his earlier career, was Lewis writing beyond his own ability to believe?  

Is proper theology ever sufficient by itself?

